[A recombinant HIV-1 strain causing an epidemic among injection drug addicts in Kaliningrad].
The analysis of the genetic structure of HIV causing the epidemic in Kaliningrad Province. A new recombinant virus of subtype A/B was detected with the use of the polymerase chain reaction, the cloning of amplified fragments, sequencing and the phylogenetic analysis of the obtained data. The results thus obtained indicate that the epidemic in Kaliningrad was caused by a recombinant strain, and not due to co-infection caused by two HIV strains of different subtypes. The study of HIV-1 DNA revealed the divergence between the samples was extremely low, which was characteristic of epidemics connected with the transmission of the virus in the process of the intravenous use of narcotic drugs.